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Frederick H. Thompson
Treasurer:—Herman C. Miller
Tax Collector:—Eunice E. Patch
Board of Education:—C. Gladys St. John, Louis Wiederhold,
Nina N. Abbott
Auditors:—Division of Municipal Auditing, State Tax Com-
mission
Supervisors of Check List:—William A. Lord, R. Franklin Mace,
Eulah Hardwick
Road Agent:—Clayton F. Foote
Overseer of the Poor:—Paul T. Bradbury
Trustees of Trust Funds:—Paul T. Bradbury, Elizabeth P.
Wiederhold, Harold A. Varnum
Library Trustees:—Elizabeth S. Thompson, Priscilla H.
Kunhardt, Henry B, Hill
Cemetery Commission:—Walter A. Creighton, William A.
Lord, Eunice E. Patch
Fire Wards:—Norman Stewart, Harold A. Varnum, Clifton F.
Foote, Walter A. Creighton, Paul T. Bradbury
Election Officers:—C. Gladys St. John, Shirley L. Jones,
Gladys C. Vadney, Orloff W. Miller
Board of Adjustment:—Oren P. Harwood, Francis W. Abbott,
Paul T. Bradbury, Robert F, Caskie, Jr., Edward E. Jones
Chief of Police:—Walter D. Creighton
Special Police:—Norman J. Stewart, Royal S. Cleaves
Civil Defense Director:—Paul T. Bradbury
TOWN WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestown in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote in
Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said Frances-
town on Tuesday, the tenth day of March, next at ten of the
clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing.
2. To see if the Town will vote to adopt the budget as sub-
mitted by the Selectmen, or make any alterations in the same
and raise and appropriate a sufficient sum of money to finance
the same as finally adopted.
3. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of two hundred ($200.00) dollars, to be placed in the Capital
Reserve Fund for future fire truck replacement, or take any
action relating thereto.
4. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars to be placed in the
Capital Reserve Fund for future highway equipment, or take
any action relating thereto.
5. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one thousand five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars to be
placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for town buildings, or take
any action relating thereto.
6. To see if the Town will vote to instruct the Selectmen to
reserve from all available Summer Highway Funds, not less
than one thousand five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars for road
maintenance after September 1, inasmuch as they are respon-
sible for the expenditure of money and the discharge of duties
of the Highway Agent under the Rev. Laws of the State of
New Hampshire, Chap. 96, Sec. 9.
7. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of one hundred and four ($104.00) dollars to the Monad-
nock Region Association for issuance and distribution of printed
matter, newspaper and magazine advertising.
8. To see if the Town will vote to amend the present Zoning
Ordinance by inserting the following paragragh 6A:
"Within said zones no person or persons shall display or
cause to be displayed advertising signs or billboards except
those offering real property for sale or rent, or those advertising
an owner's or tenant's business venture."
9. To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of eight hundred ($800.00) dollars to re-shingle and repair
the roof of the Fire House.
10. To see if the Town will vote to change the hours of the
business meeting of the Annual Town Meeting from 1 P. M. to
7:30 P. M.
11. To see if the Town will vote to have the Selectmen post
all property bought for taxes thirty (30) days after such pur-
chase, until rescinded.
12. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
three hundred and fifty ($350.00) dollars to have the Boston
Chimney and Tower Company recondition and gold-leaf the
weather vane on the Old Meeting House.
13. To see what action the Town will take in regard to re-
pairing the cupola on the Town Hall.
14. To see what action the Town will take in regard to re-
pairing the King Hill Road.
15. To see what action the Town will take in regard to pro-
viding toilet facilities in the Library.
16. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to
borrow a sufficient sum of money to pay current expenses in
anticipation of taxes, or take any action relating thereto.
17. To see if the Town will vote to have the State of New
Hampshire Municipal Auditing Division audit the Town books,
or take any action relating thereto.
18. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, and Committees
heretofore chosen and take action on same.
19. To transact any other business that may legally come
before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this ninth day of February,
in the year of our Lord, nineteen hundred and fifty-nine.




A true copy of Warrant—Attest:




SYNOPSIS OF TOWN MEETING
March 11, 1958
Art. 2. Exp. Town Hall and other town bldgs. be amended to
read $800.00, ($300.00 to be used for gravel in front of Town
Hall). Fire Dept. figure be divided—$1,086.03 for Fire Dept.,
the remainder $113.97 for Forest Fire.
Town Maint. Winter Rds. be changed to read $3,750.00




Election & Reg. Expenses














Memorial Day & Vet. Assoc.
Cemeteries
Advertising & Reg. Assoc.
Int. on Temporary Loans
Int. on Term Notes & Bonds
Payments on Long Term Notes
Art. 3. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of two hundred
($200.00) dollars, to be placed in the Capital Reserve Fund for
future Fire Truck replacement.
Art. 4 Voted to instruct the Selectmen to reserve from all
available Summer Highway Funds, not less than one thousand
five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars for road maintenance after
September 9.
Art. 5. Voted to raise and appropriate the sum of seventy-
five ($75.00) dollars to repair the roof and doors of the Hearse
House in Cemetery No. 3.
Art. 6. Voted to authorize the Cemetery Commissioners the
handling of cemetery appropriated funds in the same manner as
other Town Departments.
$1,685
Art. 7. Moved that the Town vote to authorize the Selectmen
to ehminate from future annual reports the section entitled
"Detailed Statement of Payments." This motion was defeated.
Art. 8. Voted to have the Selectmen post all property bought
for taxes for a period of thirty (30) days after Title is obtained
by the Town and sale of such property is to be at an advertised
public auction in accordance with the law.
Art. 9. Voted that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of
one thousand ($1,000.00) dollars to be placed in the Capital
Reserve Fund for future highway equipment.
Art. 10. Voted that the Town raise and appropriate three
hundred ($300.00) dollars for the purchase of a portable forest
fire pump.
Art. 11. Voted that the Town not place the Stagecoach on
loan with A. F. Desgrosielliers of Greenville, N. H. for safe
storage and exhibit to the public, but that the Selectmen be in-
structed instead to have coach repaired and stored in suitable
place in Francestown.
Art. 12. Voted to indefinitely postpone action on instructing
the Selectmen to keep separate accounts for the Fire Dept. and
the Forestry Dept.
Art. 13. Voted that the Town join the New Hampshire
Municipal Association.
Art. 14. Voted that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of
two hundred eighty eight dollars and thirteen cents ($288.13)
for the expenses of the building committee appointed by Article
9 of the 1957 Warrant being the unexpended balance of the sum
originally voted.
Art. 15. Voted that the Town raise and appropriate the sum of
one thousand five hundred ($1,500.00) dollars to be placed in the
Capital Reserve Fund for Town Buildings.
Art. 16. Voted not to raise and appropriate the sum of thirty
thousand one hundred twenty ($30,120.00) dollars for the
purpose of razing the present Fire Station and erecting on the
site of said Fire Station a new Town Building to house the Town
Fire equipment and provide office space for Town Officers.
Art. 17. Voted for the purpose of constructing a building to
house Town equipment on land of the Town to spend out of
Capital Reserve Funds a sum not to exceed five thousand
($5,000.00) dollars.
8
Art. 18. Voted to authorize the Moderator to appoint a build-
ing committee of five (5) members to act with the Selectmen in
the supervision and construction of the building voted upon in
Article 17.
Art. 19. Voted to continue the committee to study further all
Town building needs, and to activate the advisory committee to
assist them, and to study Town road conditions.
Art. 20. Voted that the Town authorize the Selectmen to bor-
row a sufficient sum of money to pay current expenses in
anticipation of taxes.
Art. 21. Voted that the Town have the State of New Hamp-
shire Municipal Auditing Division audit the Town books.
Art. 22. Voted that the Town accept the reports of Agents,
Auditors, and Committees heretofore chosen.
Art. 23. No business.
s/Herman C. Miller
Town Clerk
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing YearJanu-
ary 1, 1959 to December 31, 1959. Compared with Estimated and
Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures of the Previous
Year January 1, 1958 to December 31, 1958.
Estimated Actual Estimated
Sources of Revenue Revenue Revenue Revenue
Previous Previous Ensuing
Year 1958 Year 1958 Year 1959
From State:
Interest & Dividends tax
Savings Bank Tax
For fighting forest fires
From Local Sources Except Taxes
Dog Licenses
Bus. lie, permits & filing fees
Rent of town hall & other bldgs.
Int. rec. on taxes and deposits
Motor Vehicle permit fees
From Local Taxes Other Than
Property Taxes:
Poll taxes at $2 416 00 358 00 358 00
Yield taxes 907 35 1,662 77 900 00
$5,729 20
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Purposes of Expenditures
Appropriations
















On long term notes & bonds
Highways and Bridges:
New lands and buildings
Payment on Principal of Debt:
Long term notes




SUMMARY INVENTORY OF VALUATION OF
THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH
COUNTY FOR THE TAX YEAR, 1958
Description of Property
Land and buildings (Exc. of Mill buildings
land and machinery)
Mill buildings, land & machinery
Electric Plants
Mature Wood & Timber
Stock in Trade
Boats and Launches
Horses, Asses and Mules 29
Cows 165
Other Neat Stock 11
Sheep and Goats 462
Fowls 5,050
Portable Mills and Machinery




STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND TAXES
ASSESSED FOR THE TAX YEAR 1958 OF THE TOWN
OF FRANCESTOWN
Appropriations:
Town Officers' Salaries $1,685 42
Town Officers' Expenses 1,500 00
Election & Reg. Expenses 200 00
Town Hall & Bldg. Maint. 800 00
Police Dept. 150 00
Fire Dept. $1,086 03
Forest Fires 113 97
1,200 00
Insurance 1,300 00
Vital Statistics 12 00
Town Dump 150 00





General Exp. Highway Dept. 600 00
Street Lighting 663 39
Libraries 1,982 71
Old Age Assistance 1,296 55
Town Poor 100 00
Memorial Day 25 00
Cemeteries 300 00
Regional Association 102 00
Interest on Temporary Loans 150 00
Interest on Long Term Notes 100 00
Payment on Principal of Debt 1,000 00
County Tax 5,768 32
School Tax 28,417 90
Capital Reserve Funds 2,700 00
Total Town & School Approp. $63,466 21
Less: Estimated Revenues and Credits:
Interest and Dividends Tax $5,729 20
Savings Bank Tax 70 03
Yield Taxes 907 35
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 3,274 91
Dog liicenses 254 64
Business Licenses & Permits 25 50
14
Rent of Town Hall 88 00
Interest on Taxes 241 66
Total Revenues and Credits $10,591 29
$52,874 92
Plus overlay 517 91
Net Amount to be raised by Taxation $53,392 83
Less 215 Polls at $2.00 430 00
Amount to be raised by Property Taxes $52,962 83
Taxes to be Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $52,962 83
Poll Taxes at $2.00 430 00
Rate Approved by Tax Commission $5.08
$53,392 83
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF
FRANCESTOWN IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1958
Assets
Cash:
In hands of treasurer








State head taxes—Levy of 1958
Total Assets
Liabilities
Accounts Owed by the Town:








Property taxes, 1958 $46,774 92
Poll taxes, 1958 358 00
Yield taxes, 1958 162 47
State head taxes at $5, 1958 1,130 00
Total Taxes Col. & Remitted $48,425 39
Prop, taxes & yield taxes, prev. yrs. 7,907 83
Poll taxes, prev. yrs. 78 00
State head taxes at $5, prev. jts. 245 00
Int. received on taxes 226 98
Penalties on state head taxes 29 00
Tax sales redeemed 2,015 12
From State:
For Highways and Bridges:
For Class V highway maint. 1,139 38
Interest & dividends tax 6,343 53
Sav. bk. tax & bldg. & loan assoc. tax 35 34
Fighting forest fires 18 03
From Local Sources Except Taxes
:
Dog licenses 259 90
Bus. licenses, permits & filing fees 18 00
Rent of town property 136 00
Reg. of motor veh. 1957 permits 3,004 80
Receipts Other than Current Revenue
:
Temp, loans in anticipation of taxes 20,000 00
Refunds 973 04
Nev/ trust funds rec. during yr. 100 00
Withdrawals from capital res. funds 5,000 00
Sale of town property 50 00
Total Receipts from All Sources $96,005 34
Cash on hand Jan. 1, 1958 10,278 36








Elect. & reg. expenses
Exp. town hall & other town bldgs.
Protection of Persons €? Property
Police department
Fire dept., incl. forest fires






Town dumps & garbage removal
Highways and Bridges :
Town road aid
Town maint., summer $9,812 89
Town maint., winter 6,143 24
$1,810 80
Interest:
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description
FINANCIAL REPORT OF TREASURER
For the Fiscal Year Ending Decembei- 31, 1958
Bal. in treas. Jan. 1, 1958 $10,278 36
Eunice E. Patch, Tax Collector:
1954 tax sales redeemed $445 07
1954 int. & cost after sale 15 13
1955 poll tax 2 00
1955 head tax & penalty 5 50
1955 tax sales redeemed 407 23
1955 interest & cost after sale 47 68
1956 poll tax 2 00
1956 head tax & penalty 5 50
1956 yield taxes 10 88
1956 interest 2 07
1956 tax sales redeemed 493 80




1957 head tax & penalties
1957 yield taxes
1957 tax sales redeemed
1957 interest & cost after sale
Timber Tax: (Security)




Interest & dividends tax






Louis Wiederhold, care of trees
Misses Hall & McKinlay, cem. lot
Carl Wilson, cemetery lot
Royal S. Cleaves, sale of culvert
Stuart F. Clark, ref. on insurance
Trustees of trust funds, cap. res. fd.
Souhegan Nat. Bk., rebate of int.
Trustees of trust funds, ref. from tru
Cem. comm. ref. from comm.
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
1. Town Officers' Salaries
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., selectman
Arnold K. Ellsworth, selectman
Frederick H. Thompson, selectman
Herman C. Miller, town clerk & treas
Herman C. Miller, auto permits
Eunice E. Patch, tax collector
Norman J. Stewart, dog warden
$1,777 20
2. Town Officers' Expenses:
Assoc. N. H. Assessors, annual dues
Manchester Nat. Bk., box rent
Wheeler & Clark, stationers, office sup.
Gunnar Printing, town ballots
Star Printing, rubber stamp
N. H. Div. Mun. Acct., town audit
N. H, Mun. Assoc, annual dues '58-'59
Chase Stationers, office sup.
Transcript Printing Co., town reports
State of N. H., book of statutes
Kenneth A. Brighton, legal counsel
Tiffany & Osborne, legal counsel
Charles R. Hardy, town clerks assoc.
N. H. Dept. of Agri., seal town scales
Ida Horner Rowell, tax col. assoc.
Arnold K. Ellsworth, tax meetings &
court expenses 19 50
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., tax meetings
and court expenses 42 18
George E. Kunhardt, Jr., office equipt.
repair
F. H. Colburn Co., env. & postage
F. H. Colburn Co., box rent
F. H. Colburn Co., office rent
Herman C. Miller, env., post. & sup.
Stuart F. Clark, town officers bonds
C. Edward Bourassa, reg. of probate
Donat Corriveau, notice of deeds




6. Fire Dept., Inc. Forest Fire:
Fire Dept., appropriation $1,086 03
Francis Abbot, forest fire meetings 36 05
Fire Wardens Assoc, dues 14 00











N. H. Distb. Agency, supplies
N. H. Distb. Agency, radio
$71
13. Public Welfare:
State treas., old age assistance
I. H. Vadney, supplies











































Town of Lyndeboro—use of grader
I. H. Vadney, gas and supplies
Edward Holt, mowing brush
Ray Road Equipment, culverts
Ray Road Equipment, cutting edges and tools
Merrimack Farmers' Exch., chloride
E. C. & W. L. Hopkins, Inc., cement


















Lemuel Bolles, plowing drives
Royal Cleaves, plowing drives
Earl Bullard
Warren Murdough
Richard Cilley, plowing drives
Clayton Foote
Francis Abbott, tractor loader
Francis Abbott, sand
Israel Vadney, Jr., gas
R. F. Mace, wood
Daniels Garage, fuel
Ray Road Equipment
Edgar Morin, drawing wood
Clayton Foote, hinges for garage door
Joe Thompson's Garage, welding
C. H. Cragin & Son, battery & supplies
Newhall Garage, repairing tractor








The Fire Department hereby submits their report and
financial statement for 1958 together with the Budget for 1959.
As of midnight Dec. 31, 1958, we have had three full years
without a fire loss in structures and the total loss for the past
four years is only seventy-five dollars. The department con-
gratulates the people of Francestown for their strict observance
of the rule
—"Don't give fire a place to start."
From time to time throughout the year we have in con-
junction with the Civil Defense Authority been able to purchase
Federal Surplus Material at a fraction of its initial cost. This
purchasing made it possible to acquire much needed equipment
which otherwise we could not afford.
Late in December our new (to us) Pumper-Tanker combina-
tion truck was delivered and placed in service, constituting a
material contribution to the efficiency of our equipment.
The efficiency of the department's equipment is now at the
highest point ever enjoyed by the town. Payment for the unit
was accomplished by using the Capital Reserve Funds for re-
placement of Fire Trucks and the most generous ($1,450.00)
contribution by the Volunteer Fire Company, so that no
additional assistance was required by the tax payers.
We again call attention to poor structural condition of the
Fire Station and request that in the interest of safety and
preservation that it be remedied promptly.
This Department has just been accepted as a member of the
Southwestern N. H. Mutual Aid Association. Upon notification
to the dispatcher there will be additional apparatus furnished at
once. This assistance of course greatly adds to our fire fighting
ability.
We appreciate the assistance given by other town depart-








STOP FIRES before they start. Call the Fire Department
at the slightest suspicion of fire. We would rather answer a
false alarm than lose life or property.
34
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR 1958



























FIRE DEPARTMENT BUDGET 1959
You Can Help Prevent Forest Fires
Twenty-five percent of all forest fires in New Hampshire are
caused from careless debris burning—brush, paper, leaves, etc.
Most of them are started without the required permit from the
local forest fire warden. The cost of extinguishing these fires
annually runs into large sums of money.
According to law, responsible parties must pay the cost of
putting them out. In addition, violators may be subject to court
prosecution with fines running as high as two-hundred ($200)
dollars.
In the interest of fire prevention why not eliminate burning at
home? Use your town dump. It has been set up for your per-
sonal convenience. It provides a suitable place for the disposal
of dangerous inflammable waste material and other useless
items which accumulate around the home and local stores;
brush, etc. cut on your property. Eliminate the hazard of
burning yourself. It will be easier for you—personally and
financially.
If, however, you do burn on your premises:
1. Secure a permit from your local forest fire warden—the
law requires it.
2. Be sure to properly supervise your burning. Don't leave it.
3. Make certain your fire is DEAD OUT before leaving it.
Save yourself much possible difficulty. Use your town
dump.
Number of local fires
Number of acres burned






REPORT OF VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY
On May 24th the Francestown Village Improvement Society
held a clean-up day and the Guild served the workers lunch.
During the day and as part of the project loam was placed
around the plantings in front of the town hall, the space in
front of the hose-sheds was seeded and the parking area was
raked, The shrubs around the war memorial were trimmed.
The flagpole was painted and the debris from the tree cutting
was removed. Also, during the summer the bulletin board was
built and placed in the ground and in the fall shrubs and trees
were planted around it. We are pleased to note the horse-sheds
are now empty with all equipment and materials in the town's
new maintenance building on the turnpike.
The Labor Day celebration v/as a tremendous success due to
the hard work of every person in Francestown. The very able,
imaginative and hard working parade committee did a superb
job-one that really reinstated us as "good-parade-givers."
The annual meeting in October, money voted to light the
town Christmas tree, to the children's Christmas party, to the
upkeep of the float on Scobie Pond, to help with the upkeep
of the common and to send a girl or boy to Boys' or Girls' State,
also a sum was added to the Doll-chance money to be given to
the library. Money was voted to start the refurbishing of the
town's Stage Coach—a project that everyone in town will take
pride in.
The Francestown Village Improvement Society is an or-
ganization for all the people of Francestown. You all work to
make Labor Day, the one m.oney making project during the
year, a success. You are all invited to the meetings to express
your ideas on how to improve the town.
Thank you,
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
STATE TAX COMMISSION
Concord, New Hampshire





Submitted herewith is the report of an examination and audit
of the accounts of the Town of Francestown for the fiscal year
ended December 31, 1958, which was made by this Division in
accordance with the vote of the Town. Exhibits as hereafter
hsted are included as part of the report.
Scope of Audit
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts and
records of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax Collector,
Town Clerk, Library Treasurer, Cemetery Commission, Fire
Department and Trustees of Trust Funds.
Financial Statements
Comparative Balance Sheets: December 31, 1957
—
Decem-
ber 31, 1958 (Exhibit A-1).
Comparative Balance Sheets as of December 31, 1957 and
December 31, 1958, are presented in Exhibit A-1. As indicated
therein the Surplus decreased by $1,815.24, from $5,628.99 to
$3,813.75, during 1958.
Analysis of Change in Financial Condition: (Exhibit A-2)
An analysis of the change in financial condition of the Town
during the year is made in Exhibit A-2 with the factors which
caused the change indicated therein. These were as follows:
Decrease in Surplus
Net Budget Deficit $2,699 13
Tax Liens Transferred to Tax Deeds 116 11
$2,815 24
Increase in Surplus
Long Term Notes Paid $1,000 00
Net Decrease $1,815 24
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Comparative Statements of Appropriations and Expendi-
tures—Estimated and Actual Revenues: (Exhibits A-3 &
A-4).
Comparative statements of appropriations and expenditures,
estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended Decem-
ber 31, 1958, are presented in Exhibits A-3 and A-4. As in-
dicated by the budget summary (Exhibit A-4), a net overdraft
of appropriations of $3,603.26, less a revenue surplus of $904.13,
resulted in a net budget deficit of $2,699.13.
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures: (Exhibit B-1).
A summary of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year
ended December 31, 1958, made up in accordance with the uni-
form classification of accounts, is included in Exhibit B-1. Proof
of the Treasurer's balance as of December 31, 1958, is indicated
in Exhibit B-2.
Audit Procedure
The accounts and records of all town officials charged with the
custody, receipt and disbursement of public funds were examined
and audited. Vouchers and cancelled checks were compared
with supporting invoices and payrolls as weM as entries in the
books of record. Receipts were checked by source insofar as
possible and totals of receipts and expenditures verified. Book
balances were verified by comparison with reconciled bank
balances made from statements obtained from depository
banks. Verification of uncollected taxes was made by mailing




The current surplus (excess of total assets over current
liabilities) decreased from $7,128.99 to $4,313.75 during 1958, as
shown herewith:
Dec. 31, 1957 Dec. 31, 1958
Total Assets $26,290 95 $24,459 62
Current Liabilities 19,161 96 20,145 87
Current Surplus $7,128 99 $4,313 75
Monthly Totals in Selectmen's Record of Expenditures:
It is noted that the Selectmen's record of expenditures book
had not been totalled during the fiscal year. It is important that
this be done at least monthly in order that comparison may be
made between appropriations and expenditures and control
over appropriations thereby exercised. The aggregate amount
of the classification column totals on each page should agree
with the aggregate amount of the "total amount paid" column.
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Town Treasurer's Surety Bond:
The surety bond of the Town Treasurer should be increased
from $5,000.00 to $8,000.00, in order that the amount of the
bond may be commensurate with the amount of funds over
which the Treasurer has custody.
Conclusion:
The provisions of Chapter 184 of the Laws of 1955, require
that the summary of finding and recommendations (letter of
transmittal) of this report shall be published in the next annual
report of the Town.
We extend our thanks to the officials of the Town of Frances-




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Norval D. Lessels, Auditor
0. Maurice Oleson, Accountant
CERTIFICATE OF AUDIT
Thi; is to certify that we have examined and audited the
accour ts and records of the Town of Francestown for the fiscal
year eided December 31, 1958. In our opinion, the Exhibits
included herewith reflect the true financial condition of the
Town on December 31, 1958, together with the results of




Division of Municipal Accounting
State Tax Commission
Norval D. Lessels, Auditor
O. Maurice Oleson, Accountant
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REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES











Our Dumb Animals, from Mrs. Harvey Packer; N. H. Profiles,
from Mrs. Lucy Holt Andolina.
Other magazines, and books, have been given by the following
persons: Mrs. Frederick Thompson, Dr. William B. Rice, Mrs.
Arnold Bailey, Henry B. Hill, Mrs. M. B. Maclnness, Mrs. H. R.
Kaiser, Miss Marion Hopkins, Carl Freese, Mrs. Edward
Steffian, Mrs. Donald Wright, Mrs. Susan Wason, Prof. R. S.
Williams, Oscar Starrett, Alfred Gray, Mrs. Helmut Sturow,
Harry von Rosenvinge, and Harry Wiggin.
From the State and other libraries 244 books were borrowed and
from the bookmobile, 212.
Once more we received a special gift from a summer resident,
$30, for the purchase of books for the fine arts collection. Mrs.
David Howell again gave $15 for books, and the Improvement
Society $75 which includes the Doll Money collected Labor
Day, the doll provided by Prof. E. B. Hill and his family.
The Shieling Fund, has come to an end but the four libraries
which shared it continue to meet several times a year to ex-
change the books. We have a complete list of all the books
bought, and a list of books currently in each of the four libraries
;
any of these books may be asked for at any time. This col-
lection covers a great variety of topics: travel, biography,
science, literature, how-to-do-it books from toys to buildings,
history, poetry, religion, art, politics, nature and geography,
language, education.
National Library Week was celebrated in March when most
people were stranded or ill. However, the P.T.A. sponsored a
panel discussion on children's literature. Persons who took
part in the panel were Mrs. Oscar Starrett, moderator, Mrs.
Martha Colburn, Mrs. George Kunhardt, Edward Copithorne,
and Mrs. William Lord. The Librarian also "pulled through"
to Greenfield in the same week to give a book talk at the library
there. She reviewed books in December at the Greenfield
Woman's Club.
In anticipation of Library Week the Library was visited by
public relations officials, Mrs. Myrtle Mclntyre and Miss
Doreen Harper. The neighborhood meeting in February was
held at the Antrim Library and attended by Mrs. Kunhardt,
Mrs. Thompson, Mrs. Copithorne, Mrs. Starrett, and the
Librarian.
Linda Eggert is the eighth grade paid assistant this year.
Cheryl Eggert and Cathy Vadney have also put in some extra
hours helping with the reorganizing, cataloging and filing, all of
which has been well done.
In library usage there has been a gradual change over the
past few years which appears to be in line with a trend through-
out the country. Our records reveal that fewer magazines are
45
taken out, and less fiction, including mysteries, also fewer books
are borrowed by the "middle age" children, but a great deal
more non-fiction on all sorts of topics goes out. High schoolers
use a greater variety of reference material, and this need will in-
crease. Summer residents come with reading lists for all ages.
We were able to be of use to three adults in town who took
courses for college credit during the year on children's literature,
international relations, and psychiatry.
The Library has received historical material of several kinds.
Miss Olive Hirst gave old valentines and books. Miss Anna
Brewster of Northampton, Mass., gave nine volumes, the
journals of Dr. Clarence Roote who once lived in the Crombie
House. These records, covering boyhood and young manhood
here, are interesting and valuable material for a future town
history. Miss Brewster also gave photostat copies of the
Daily Hampshire Gazette of Northampton, for the years 1896-
1931, containing articles relating to Dr. Roote.
From Miss Faith Bradford came a diary written in 1801 by
her great grandfather, the Rev. Moses Bradford, as he journeyed
from town to town. The cost of food seemed to be an important
item! Miss Bradford lives in Washington, D. C. where she has
retired as a librarian from the Library of Congress.
The Historical Rooms have been visited by many persons
from many parts of the country. Miss Alice Jordan, librarian
from the Boston Public Library, and author of children's books,
came with Mrs. Bertha Miller, president of the Horn Book
Magazine. Dorothy Kunhardt, also author of children's books
was another visitor as were Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hankie,
Japanese teachers in this country.
The school children have made several special visits to the
Historical Rooms with their teachers, all of whom appreciate
the value of such a place in the library building; it has many
possibilities for providing projects in history, literature, art,
mechanics, industry. The nature collections are inspected fre-
quently, but are much too crowded to give satisfaction. The
children's room needs to be expanded. Two benches and a set of
book shelves have been borrowed for current use until we can
provide something better. In the Reading Room a dictionary
stand is also needed, as well as a space-saving upright rack for
pamphlets and extra magazines which so many persons are
generous enough to give. And the class in handcrafts, in charge
of Mrs. Ruth Douglass of Derry, carries on its work in the
Historical Rooms under handicaps. A more suitably appointed
room for all sorts of crafts and hobbies could well be combined
with a children's room at the rear of the building.
Mrs. Ruth Woodworth and her pupils, Mrs. Susan Wason and
Mrs. Sidney Doyle, lent several of their paintings from the
original exhibit at Masonic Hall, an exhibit which created an
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atmosphere, pleasant and stimulating, with many requests
that "Our Artist Colony" come forward with their work again
next summer.
This has been the 85th year of service to the community by
the Town Library which was incorporated in 1873. We have
some of the original books, and some that belonged to earlier
groups, such as the Home Circle organized in 1851, and the




REPORT OF THE TOWN HISTORY COMMITTEE
Jan. 10, 1959
Board of Selectmen :
I hereby submit the yearly financial report of The Town
History Committee.
This account has been inactive for several years and the
continuance of a checking account would serve no useful pur-
pose. Therefore during the year this account was merged with
the Savings Account.
Checking Account:




Transfered to savings act.
Bank service charge
Savings Account:
Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1958
Transfered from savings
Income—Interest
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Moderator: Mr. Harold Varnum March 1959
Clerk: Mrs. Eleanor Kiblin March 1959
Treasurer: Mrs. Eleanor Kiblin June 1959
Auditor: Mrs. Eleanor Cutter March 1959
School Board Members
Mrs. C. Gladys S. John, Chairman March 1959
Dr. Louis Wiederhold, Secretary March 1960
Mrs. Nina Abbott March 1961
Superintendent Of Schools
Mr. Kenneth A. Sargent
Teaching Staff
Mr. John Everett Bean, Jr., Principal, Grades 5, 6, 7, 8
Miss Hazel Clement, Grades 3 and 4
Mrs. Martha Colburn, Grades 1 and 2
Miss Ethelyn G. Edwards, Music Supervisor
School Nurse
Miss Sybil M. Beatham, R. N.
School Doctor
Louis Wiederhold, M. D.
Truant Officer And Custodian
Mrs. C. Gladys St. John
School Calendar
1958-59:
School opens January 5, 1959, closes February 20
School opens March 2, closes April 24
School opens May 4, closes June 12
1959-60:
School opens September 9, 1959, closes November 25 (noon)
School opens November 30, closes December 18
School opens January 4, 1960, closes February 19
School opens February 29, closes April 22
School opens May 2, closes June 17
Holiday: May 30
Teachers' Convention October 15 and 16
Total Number of School Days 180
Total Number of School Weeks 37
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SCHOOL WARRANT
THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of Frances-
town qualified to vote in district affairs:
Your are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said dis-
trict on the 6th day of March 1959, at eight o'clock in the after-
noon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the ensuing
three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School Board
and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any other officers
or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees, or Offi-
cers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors and Committees in relation to
any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and appro-
priate for the support of schools, for the salaries of school district
officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory obligations
of the district, and to authorize the application against said appro-
priation of such sums as are estimated to be received from the state
foundation aid fund together with other income; the school board
to certify to the selectmen the balance between the estimated rev-
enue and the appropriation, which balance is to be raised by taxes
by the town.
9. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate the
sum of $300.00 for the purpose of providing an additional exit
and outside stairs from the middle room to serve as a fire or emer-
gency exit, or take any action relating thereto.
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10. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate a sum
of money to provide for transportation of High School students to
Peterborough High School, or take any action relating thereto.
Given under our hands at said Francestown this 16th day of
February 1959.
C. Gladys S. John
Louis Wiederhold, M.D.
_ Nina N. Abbott
School Board
A true copy of Warrant—Attest:





SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR 1959-60
J. Income of The District: Actual Estimated Estimated
Balance on Hand June 30, 1957 $3,431 93 Act. $286 31 $1,200 00
State Aid (Bldg. Fund) Act. 411 00 261 00
Tuition - Elementary ' 1,480 00 Est. 1,400 00 1,680 00
Other Sources: School Lunch 495 66
Notes and Bonds 4,350 00
Miscellaneous 194 00
Local Taxation 24,651 35 Est. 28,681 59





21. Lands and New Buildings
22. Additions and Improvements
23. New Equipment
Status of School Notes and Bonds
Notes Outstanding at Beginning of Year 1,000 00
Issued During Year 4,350 00
$5,350 00
Payments of Principal of Debt 500 00
Notes and Bonds Outstanding at End of Year $4,850 00
Respectfully submitted,




REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year July 1, 1957 to June 30, 1958
SUMMARY
Cash on Hand July 1, 1957
Received from Selectmen:
Current Appropriation
Received from State Treasurer:
Federal Funds
Received Directly from Federal Agencies
Received from Tuitions
Received from Sale of Notes and Bonds
Received from All Other Sources
Total Receipts $31,336 05
DETAILED STATEMENT OF DISBURSEMENTS
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1958
Administration:
1. Salaries of District Officers:
Eleanor G. Cutter
Shirley L. Jones
Louis Wiederhold, M. D.
C. Gladys St. John
Eleanor Kiblin
Treasurer, State of N. H.
2. Superintendent's Salary (local share)
Supervisory Union No. 63
3. Tax for State Wide Supervision:
Treasurer, State of N. H.
4. Salaries of Other Admn. Personnel:
Supervisory Union No. 63
C. Gladys St. John
5. Supplies and Expenses:
New England Tel. and Tel. Co.
Eleanor Kiblin
Shirley F. Jones















J. L. Hammett Co.
Derby's




Wilton Plumbing & Heating
Auxiliary Activities:
15. Health Supervision:
Sybil M. Beatham, R. N.
Treasurer, State of N H.
Louis Wiederhold, M. D.
Supervisory Union No. 63





N. H. - Vt. Hospitalization Service
Alma H. Nazro (High School)
Mrs. Charles L. Foster (High School)
17. Tuition:
New Boston School District
Peterborough School District
18. Special Activities and Special Funds
Clark - Harris





N. H. Retirement System
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29
20. Insurance, Bonds, Taxes and Expenses:
Treasurer, State of N. H. 147 89
Clark and Davis Ins. 349 48
N. H. Dept. of Public Welfare 1 00
N. H. School Board Association 10 00
Director of Internal Revenue 94 78
Capital Outlay:
Debt and Interest:
25. Payments on Principal 500 00
26. Payments of Interest 81 84
Total Gross Payments for All Purposes $34,481 67
Respectively submitted,





Outstanding Obligations on Loan $4,350.00 Dated Aug. 5, 1957










REPORT OF SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
The summary below covers the recipts, expenditures, and bal-
ances of the School Lunch Program at Francestown for the fiscal
year 1957-58:












Actual Cash Bal. as of June 30, 1958
Estimated value of Food on Hand as
Donations: Food $1 00
I certify that the above information is true and correct; that the
cash balance has been determined by actual count and/or verifi-
cation of the checkbook balance; and that invoices and other per-
tinent records as required are on file to substantiate the School
Lunch transactions.










12 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total
15 11 26
14 10 24
7 7 5 9 28
Attending Schools Elsewhere
Peterborough High School 21
New Boston High School 1
Parochial Schools outside District 2






























Roll of Perfect Attendance
One Year: Phylis Clark, Cheryl Eggert
Statistics for First Twenty Weeks 1958-59
Census: (1 day to 18 yrs. incl.) Boys 76; Girls 57; Total
Attending Schools in Francestown
Attending Public Schools Outside District
Attending Private Schools Outside District
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To The School Board and Citizens of Francestown:
I respectively submit my second annual report as your Super-
intendent of Schools.
Staff and Instruction
The Francestown Public School opened this Fall with one change
in staff. Mrs. Martha Colburn continues as teacher of grades one
and two and Miss Hazel Clement as teacher of grades three and
four, Mr. John Bean, Jr., was elected as Principal and teacher of
grades five through eight. Mr. Bean is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of New Hampshire, received his Master's of Education degree
from Springfield College in the area of recreation and camping
and has taken extension courses at Boston University. In the pre-
vious two years he has served as an instructor in a science and
conservation program at Palomar Mountain School Camp, operated
by the San Diego School District in San Diego, California. It has
been fortunate to have a person of Mr. Bean's background and cal-
iber on the school staff. Miss Ethelyn Edwards continues as teacher
and Supervisor of Music, Miss Sybil Beatham as School Nurse,
Dr. Louis Wiederhold as School Doctor and Mrs. C. Gladys St.
John as School Lunch Manager.
The level of instruction at the Francestown School is being
maintained at a very satisfactory level. The greatest deterrent to
the kind of instruction that all are desirous of, is the factor of four
grades being handled in one room. As one might well realize this
kind of a multiple graded room situation never will provide the
kind of education that all would like to see in Francestown. Not
only is this a factor which detracts to some extent from the level
of instruction that each youngster receives, but the filling of the
teaching position becomes increasingly more difficult as more and
more schools of our State reduce the number of grades per room
from four, to three, to two and eventually to one. During the past
year unusual difficulty was experienced in finding a person with
qualifications of the caliber demanded by Francestown and one
who expressed a sincere interest in this kind of a challenge and
difficult teaching situation.
It is felt to be important to note that four of the six graduates
of school at the end of the first quarter, were on the honor roll at
Peterborough High School. One of the children missed the honor
roll by a single C. It is felt that this indicates that good funda-
mental education can and is being provided in this multiple graded
room situation, even though unusual effort is required on the part
of the pupils and teacher. It must be admitted, however, that the
program is not as broad as it would be in a larger school, or in a
Junior High School situation, where a broader curriculum is offer-
ed to pupils. This kind of performance, however, on the part of
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graduates of our school is certainly a credit to the teachers of our
school and should further encourage parents to make every effort
to assist in the educational program and thus strengthen school
offerings.
Speaking about broadening the offerings of the school for the
benefit of children leads to a discussion of an educational medium
which is rapidly gaining popularity. Reference is made to the use
of Educational Television. At the present time three schools in
Union No. 63 are actively employing this means of supplementing
the curriculum. This matter of Educational Television has been
discussed already in Francestown by groups and has been used to
some extent in school. During the past school year groups of
youngsters from the upper room were allowed to visit nearby homes
that could satisfactorily receive educational presentations that were
being offered during the school day. This year offerings are pre-
sented by the Boston outlet four days a week for the benefit of the
elementary grades, and on a few occasions the pattern of home
visitations has been followed. Serious consideration should be given
to the installation of a television set wthin the school to provide
for full utilization of this medium.
Educational Television is in many respects like an educational
film, the only difference lies in the fact that a television presenta-
tion has to be received at the time that it is offered. If the presenta-
tion is properly prepared for by the teacher and adequately follow-
ed up by the teacher, an excellent unit of work can very well be
developed around the television presentation. Educational Televis-
ion makes possible the entrance into the classroom of outstanding
teachers in various subject areas such as literature, social studies
or music. In the area of science, television brings to the schoolroom
experiments and demonstrations which would be impossible to per-
form within most small schools. Actually more of the changes tak-
ing place in experiments can be seen on a television presentation
than could be seen if the demonstration was actually being made
within the classroom. It is predicted that soon almost every school
will be equipped with a television set and thereby broaden, en-
hance and improve the offerings to children. The citizens of Fran-
cestown would be wise to consider the addition of such a piece
of equipment to the school in the near future and thus fully capi-
talize on the excellent presentations which are presently being of-
fered.
Building and Grounds
The work on the school playground in the rear of the building
continues regularly as has been the case for the last several years,
with the hope that eventually an adequate playground area can
be developed without the constant menace of heavy spring rains.
The School Board's budget for the coming school year has within
it $500.00 for the continuation of this project. Up to this point the
work that was done in the past year in the playground area has
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withstood the ravages of torrential rains during the past fall. It
is hoped that this means that one big hurdle has been overcome.
Through the action taken by the last School District Meeting
fluorescent lighting has been installed within the cafeteria area
and has markedly improved the entire atmosphere of this particu-
lar room as well as the atmosphere of the room above the cafeteria.
As a result of the recent fire tragedy in Chicago, the School Board
is bringing up for action by the School District a matter that should
be carefully considered by all citizens of the town. This article will
provide for the opening of another avenue of exit from the middle
or grammar room of the building. At the present time there are
two exits from this room, one entering on the main hallway which
probably would be in flames in case of fire because of the location
of the furnace beneath this area, and the other entering into the
primary room which in turn has an exit to the outside of the build-
ing. An inspection of the building as to fire safety at a time coin-
ciding with the tragedy in Chicago revealed that the State Fire
Marshal would recommend that such an additional avenue of de-
parture from the building be constructed but that it was not action
that was absolutely necessary. Article No. 9 of the Warrant provides
the townspeople with the opportunity of deciding action to be tak-
en relative to this mater.
Finance
The School Board's budget for 1959-60 totals $31,011.86, an in-
crease of $232.96 over the previous year's total appropriation. How-
ever, due to the fact that a sizable balance is anticipated to be on
hand at the end of the current year due to reduction in tuition
costs and a slight increase in tuitions received from Lyndeborough
the assessment necessary to meet the School Board's budget is
$27,870.86 which represents a decrease of $810.73 from the pre-
vious year's assessment as determined by the State Tax Commis-
sion.
The biggest increase in the budget lies within the area of Teach-
ers' Salaries. This figure is unusually large because of the fact that
during the present year it was impossible for the School Board to
hire a teacher with the amount of money that was budgeted for
that purpose. It is felt that this comparatively large increase in
Teachers' Salaries is absolutely necessary if a satisfactory level of
education is to be maintained in Francestown. The key to good
education lies primarily with the teacher. The value of the teacher
in the teaching situation takes precedence over any other factor,
be it building, equipment or any facility. It is hoped that with this
money which has been budgeted for Teachers' Salaries it will be
possible for the School Board to hold or attract teachers of satis-
factory quality. The problem of inducing teachers to accept posi-
tions in small towns and in multiple graded rooms is becoming
increasingly difficult. Perhaps additional financial compensation
can help to limit this difficulty to some extent.
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The increase in Item No. 21 of $250 reflects the feehng of the
School Board for providing funds for the continuing of work on the
playground. An increase in Item No. 23 of $210 sets aside money
to purchase cafeteria tables and replacement desk units.
Several areas of decrease have been worked out by the School
Board:
In Item No. 12, Fuel, reduction in the amount budgeted for this
item results in a saving of $150. This figure brings the expendi-
tures for fuel more in line with what the actual expenditures have
been over the past several years; in Item No. 16 Transportation,
a reduction of $150 here has been a matter of bringing into line the
expenditures for transportation with the contract costs of transpor-
tation; in Item No. 17 Tuition, a reduction in the budget of $335
is made possible by a reduction in the number of High School
students from Francestown.
This reduction is being made in spite of the fact that the cost of
secondary education at Peterborough High School has increased
from $367 per pupil to $388 per pupil, which is the state average.
A decrease in Item No. 22 of $500 is shown because of the fact
that during the present year money was raised to the extent of
$650 for the installation of fluorescent lighting in the cafeteria.
On September 15, 1958 the last payment on the present school
building was made, bringing about a reduction in principal pay-
ments of $500. It is interesting to note that Francestown has been
paying a rate of $500 per year towards the purchase of the present
school plant since 1940. At that time $9,000 was voted to construct
the present building. Today $9,000 would not pay for one of the
rooms within our present facility. It is fair to say that the District
is in sound financial condition.
Conclusion
I wish to extend my appreciation to the Francestown School
Board and citizens of the community for assistance given to help in




REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE
Number of visits made to school by Nurse 18




r Defective Teeth 11








Number of defects found by Nurse:
Sore Throats Many
Defective Vision 2
Special Activities conducted by Nurse: .,
All children weighed and measured. ~
Vision screening of all children by means of the Snellon chart.
Records kept on all children. Reports sent to those parents whose
children had defects.
Assisted Dr. Wiederhold in examiniiig the children when he
made his annual examination.
Pre-school examination done in May at the Registration.
Checked twice monthly for symptoms of communicable disease.
Attended the Biannual National Convention of the American
Nurses Association, at which the role of the school nurse was
stressed in a series of lectures.
Communicable diseases during the year:
Upper respiratory infections in October and November
Scarlet Fever
Respectfully submitted
Sybil M. Beatham, R.N.
School Nurse
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REPORT OF THE FIVE TOWN COOPERATIVE
SCHOOL STUDY COMMITTEE
Your committee has devoted the past year to a further study
and review of all of the cost factors relating to the Crotched Moun-
tain Cooperative School for the five towns in the area participating
in the study. It has also arranged with your representatives to in-
itiate legislation at this current sitting of the legislature to provide
for a more flexible basis for distribution of operation and debt
service costs among the five towns to arrive at a more equitable
distribution. Assuming that this legislation is enacted, your com-
mittee feels that the five towns would be in a good position to form
a school district and operate a cooperative school.
The committee feels that a cooperative school could offer facili-
ties and curriculum equal to the educational facilities now avail-
able to the majority of the towns within the group on a tuition
basis. Under the present circumstances, your study committee
feels that the added cost to the participating towns to establish
and operate such a school, particularly during the early years when
the construction cost would have to be amortized, would not be
warranted at this time. Therefore, despite the advantages of own-
ership and representation, the committee does not recommend
that the five towns take action at this time.
If in the future the towns now taking students from this area
on a tuition basis are unable or unwilling to continue that prac-
tice, your committee would strongly recommend the formation of
a cooperative school district to solve the problem. It is also felt
that the study and preparatory work which has been done by this
committee would be of great value under such circumstances and
would recommend that the towns authorize the continuance of
this committee so that prompt action could be taken in the event
that conditions change from those now existing. This committee
would continue to meet during the year and would report again
at the annual meeting date.
Respectfully submitted,
FIVE TOWN COOPERATIVE SCHOOL
STUDY COMMITTEE
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